
May 3, 2016
Reno County Courthouse
Hutchinson, Kansas

The Board of Reno County Commissioners met in agenda
session with, Chairman Dan Deming, Commissioner James Schlickau,
County Administrator Gary Meagher, County Counselor Joe
O’Sullivan and Minutes Clerk Cindy Martin, present.
Commissioner Dillon was not in attendance.

The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance and a short
sectarian prayer led by Reverend Kim Biery, Trinity United
Methodist church.

There were no additions to the agenda.

Mr. Schlickau moved, seconded by Mr. Deming, to approve the
Consent Agenda consisting of the Accounts Payable Ledger for
claims payable on May 6, 2016 of $165,627.58 as submitted and
also consisting of pending Added, Abated and Escaped Taxation
Change Orders numbered 2016-437, 456, and 457. Next items on
the consent agenda were two Proclamations and both were read by
Mr. Deming. The first was proclaiming May 5, 2016 as “Cinco de
Mayo Day” and May 7, 2016 as “Cinco de May Celebration”. Esther
Flores-Acosta, President and Kitty Keazer, Committee Member, of
Cinco de Mayo Educational and Charitable Council, Incorporated
received the proclamation. Both ladies thanked the Commission
for their support and invited the community to join in on the
family fun planned events. The next proclamation was proclaiming
the month of May as “Bike Month” and Friday, May 20th, 2016 as
“Bike to Work Day”. Adam Richter with Vitality Team of Reno
County and Hutchinson Recreation received the proclamation and
thanked the Commission for their support mentioning several
important dates through the month of May for cycling events.
The motion was approved by a 2-0 vote.

Bob Updegraf, Harley’s Bicycle, Chairman of the Bicycle 
Trail Advisory Committee addressed the Commission with the final
version of the Reno County, Kansas Bicycle Transportation Study 
as prepared by the Bicycle Trail Advisory Committee.  He stated 
that compromises were made to the transportation study submitted
previously to the Board.  The study compromises were reviewed by
County Counselor Joe O’Sullivan, Public Works Director David 
McComb, County Planner Mark Vonachen, County Administrator Gary 
Meagher and Kansas Department of Transportation representatives 



along with the Advisory Committee members and agreed upon before
presenting them today.  The biggest changes were to remove Route
6, Buhler and waiting for the state to come out with uniform 
signage for Rideable Bike Routes across the State of Kansas.  
Mr. Updegraf stated the county would not be responsible for any 
funding since they had outside funding available.  The KDOT Bike
Coordinator did not believe the signage was as important as the 
committee.  Mr. Updegraf recommended approval of the study and 
having the committee be a standing study committee for the 
future and asked that the final version of the Bicycle 
Transportation Study be put into the Transportation part of the 
Reno County Comprehensive Plan.  The committee would like to 
proceed to enhance tourism for cyclists by giving the public 
maps to navigate the city and county routes in Reno County. Mr. 
Updegraf said that if the study is accepted by the Board, there 
would be no financial commitment from the county to implement 
any of the recommendations.  

Mr. Meagher commented that it may be a couple of years for 
the state to resolve the signage issue.

Commissioner Deming clarified the publication of the 
Rideable Routes with Mr. Updegraf.  Mr. Updegraf stated the maps
were user friendly with the city on one side and the county on 
the other side.

Commissioner Schlickau expressed his appreciation to the 
bike committee members and county staff for their efforts in 
compiling a reference document.  Mr. Schlickau stated that it 
may serve as a valuable resource when drafting the 
Transportation section of the updated Comprehensive Plan.  He 
thought it may be useful when commissioners evaluate road 
improvement projects in the future and provide the public with 
rideable routes.  Mr. Dillon had expressed his approval 
previously to the other Commissioners on this issue.   Mr. 
Schlickau moved, seconded by Mr. Deming, to accept the revised 
April 2016 Reno County Bicycle Transportation Study as presented
to be used as a reference document in future planning.  The 
motion was approved by a 2-0 vote. 

Mr. Schlickau moved, seconded by Mr. Deming, to approve a 
resolution 2016-11; A RESOLUTION TO CANCEL CERTAIN COUNTY 
WARRANTS (Payroll).  The motion was approved by a 2-0 vote.



Health Department Director Nick Baldetti met with the Board
to discuss a request for additions to the Environmental Health 
Fee Schedule.  He was working with the Public Works department 
on the zoning regulations so that residents will be up to code 
before permits are issued on waste water issues on lots split 
into smaller acres.  Currently there is no charge to the public 
for services such as lot splits, soil profiles, subdivision 
reviews and more.  These prices will be given to potential 
zoning permit applicants up front.  They will send a 
standardized report for the customer to go with the property per
chapter of the sanitation code.  He stated they would pay one 
time for a service: $100 zoning permit environmental site 
assessment, $100 planning and zoning case review, $300 
subdivision review, $175 subdivision environmental site 
assessment and soil profile/per lot, $100 lot split review and 
environmental assessment, $75 soil profile fee, and $100 
environmental site assessment.  Mr. Deming clarified this was a 
user fee instead of using taxpayer funds.  

Attorney Greg Bell met with the Board updating them on the 
compromise from last week’s meeting at the Cedar Crest Mennonite
Church regarding the Pleasantview area fire service changes 
impacting Fire Districts #2, #3, #4, and #8.  He will be filing 
a revised petition adding the three sections to Fire District #8
and three sections to Fire District #4 co-response agreement to 
come before the Board next week.  He would file the petitions 
today and have the County Clerk Donna Patton verify they have 10
percent signatures required for filing the petition.  

County Counselor Joe O’Sullivan went over the critical 
timeline for filing the revised petition to be able to meet the 
July 1st deadline making it effective next year.

The Extension Office quarterly report was given by Jan
Steen. Mr. Steen discussed looking at combining resources with
another county. There are 16 combined districts across Kansas.
They are talking to Rice, McPherson, Harvey and invited Saline.
Darren Busick Agriculture Agent was also available to update
the Board on the cattle drive at Buhler, Kansas and May 27th for
the Canola Growers Field Day. Mr. Steen stated it would be a
cost saving measure.

Mr. Meagher researched the statues for the tax levy under 
the new tax lid laws set by the legislatures and determined it 
would have a 2.5 mil cap if the extension office would combine 
resources.  He stated the extension office was receiving less 
than 1 mil (three hundred thousand) currently.



At 9:55 the meeting adjourned until 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, May 
10, 2016.

Approved:

________________________________________
Chair, Board of Reno County Commissioners

(ATTEST)

__________________________ _________
Reno County Clerk Date
cm


