
March 15, 2016
Reno County Courthouse
Hutchinson, Kansas

The Board of Reno County Commissioners met in agenda
session with, Chairman Dan Deming, Commissioners James Schlickau
and Brad Dillon, County Administrator Gary Meagher, County
Counselor Joe O’Sullivan and Minutes Clerk Cindy Martin,
present.   

The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance and a short
sectarian prayer led by Pastor Jeff Slater, First United
Methodist church.

There were three additions to the agenda; Maintenance
Director request to declare items as surplus, resident April
Root’s shooting issue from last week, and tax lid pending in
Topeka.

Commissioner Deming extended a hand of apology to Mr.
Dillon and Mr. Schlickau from last week’s meeting.

Mr. Dillon moved, seconded by Mr. Schlickau, to approve the
Consent Agenda consisting of the Accounts Payable Ledger for
claims payable on March 18, 2016 of $660,701.40 as submitted and
also consisting of pending Added, Abated and Escaped Taxation
Change Orders numbered 2016-419, 424 through 428. Next item was
an annual agreement with the Kansas Department of Transportation
(KDOT) for the treatment of noxious weeds in KDOT right-of-way.
The motion was approved by a 3-0 vote. 

County Administrator Gary Meagher recommended approval for
the new Reno County Logo Branding and Formatting Policy. He
stated this policy regulates the formatting requirements for the
official logo and was available in color or gray scale. Mr.
Schlickau moved, seconded by Mr. Dillon, to approve the policy
as outlined by Mr. Meagher. The motion was approved by a 3-0
vote.

Mr. Meagher was also present to recommend approval of a
change order from J.E. Dunn to install padding in room C124 of
the new correctional facility for a cost of $24,958.56. He
stated there were two rooms available for padding, one was done



when the jail was constructed the other room was not padded at
that time. The Sheriff decided it would be better to have two
padded cells and with the new proposed front entrance coming in
at a lower cost to install, there would be enough funding to add
padding to the other room. The padding will be installed on the
floor, concrete bed, walls and doors same as the original padded
room. This room would be located close to the medical unit.
After a short discussion the Board was in favor of proceeding
and Mr. Deming moved, Mr. Schlickau seconded, to approve the
change order for the padded room at a cost of $24,958.56. The
motion was approved by a 3-0 vote.

Solid Waste Office Manager Megan Davidson met with the
Board to recommend approval of a bid recommendation from SCS
Aquaterra for the construction of Cell #7 at Reno County Solid
Waste with the low bid of $1,222,950.85 from Smoky Hill, LLC in
Salina, Kansas. There were two bids submitted with a difference
of $9,800. She stated this cell would be 10 acres with a life
span of four years and construction would begin in April then
completed in September or October this year. Solid Waste
employees have done most of the dirt work saving the county
money.  

Mr. Meagher commented that in seven to ten years major
changes would be taking place at the landfill such as moving the
scale house and piggybacking on current cells. Mr. Schlickau
moved, seconded by Mr. Dillon, to approve the bid recommendation
for Smoky Hill to construct Cell #7 for $1,222,950.85 as
outlined by Ms. Davidson. The motion was approved by a 3-0
vote.

Maintenance Director Harlen Depew recommended approval to
declare items for surplus and sold on Purple Wave Auction or
vehicles to be used as trade in. Mr. Dillon moved, seconded by
Mr. Schlickau, to approve the list of items for surplus as
described by Mr. Depew.  The motion was approved by a 3-0 vote.

Commissioner Deming reported on a following up to April
Root attending last week’s meeting and expressing concerns about
people shooting near her home along the Arkansas River by Yoder,
Kansas. Mr. Deming said he went to the location and again
talked with Mrs. Root, followed by asking Mr. Meagher to go with
him to view the same area. Her home is approximately ¼ to ½

mile where the target shooting is taking place near the Yoder
Road/Arkansas River bride. Mr. Deming talked with Mr. Meagher
about placing another advisory sign in an area along the east
side of the bridge where some shooters are gaining access. Mr.



Meagher spoke with Public Works Director David McComb who agreed
to install a sign in hopes of further deterring illegal
shooting. Mr. Deming also spoke with Sheriff’s Captain
Campbell who sent an email to patrol officers about additional
enforcement to deter people from shooting. Mr. Meagher talked
with Sheriff Henderson about a need for additional enforcement
to discourage illegal shooting. The Board agreed with the need
for enforcement.

Mr. Deming noted a link that had pro and con comments
represented on the tax lid bills. He said this was not a one
sided issue. 

Community Corrections Director Randy Regehr and Community
Corrections Coordinator Libertee Thompson both addressed the
Board outlining the Reno County Drug Court concepts. Mrs.
Thompson pointed out areas of focus and gave the Board a summary
of the Drug Courts and also spoke on the grant funding. Mr.
Regehr discussed the 501c3 and where the Drug Court fit into the
Community Corrections program since their clients were the only
participants.  

Mr. Meagher gave a short explanation of the Drug Court’s
beginnings and the current financial assistance from Reno County
Alcohol and Drug money.

Mr. Deming stated he was a strong Oxford House supporter
and asked Mr. Regehr to comment on recent drug court and
community corrections payments for Oxford House services along
with his view of whether the program is beneficial. Mr. Regehr
stated the program is a benefit to the community by
supplementing housing of Community Corrections clients to help
them get a fresh start.

At 9:45 the meeting adjourned until 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, 
March 22nd, 2016.

Approved:

________________________________________
Chair, Board of Reno County Commissioners

(ATTEST)

__________________________ _________
Reno County Clerk Date
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