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TO:  ALL INTERESTED PARTIES 
 
FROM: BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
RE:  NOTICE OF MEETINGS     
 
DATE  JANUARY 22, 2016 
 
 
The Reno County Board of Commissioners will meet as regularly scheduled at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 

January 26, 2016, in Commission Chambers to hold their Agenda Session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Follow us on Twitter: 

https://twitter.com/RenoCountyKS 
 

Like us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/RenoCountyKS 

COUNTY COMMISSION 

 
RENO COUNTY 

206 West First Avenue 
Hutchinson, Kansas 67501-5245 

(620) 694-2929 
Fax (620) 694-2928 
TDD (800) 766-3777 

https://twitter.com/RenoCountyKS
https://www.facebook.com/RenoCountyKS
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 AGENDA SESSION 
RENO COUNTY COMMISSION 

COMMISSION CHAMBERS OF COURTHOUSE 
Tuesday, January 26, 2016 

9:00 A.M. 

1. Roll Call:  Deming  Dillon    Schlickau    
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag and Prayer 
 

3. Determine Additions to the Agenda (Restricted to subject matters that were not known at the time of the 
agenda publication and to subject matters that require immediate Board discussion and/or action and which 
cannot be deferred to a later date.) 

 

4. Public Comment on Items not on the Agenda.  Please come forward to the podium, state your name and 
address and limit your remarks to not more than 5 minutes per item.   

 

5. Consent Agenda (items considered routine for approval.  If any commissioner or person in the audience 
would like further discussions or explanation of any item they may ask that it be removed from the consent 
agenda for additional consideration. 

 

a. Vouchers (bills or payments owed by the county or related taxing units) totaling    . 
 

b. Change Orders 2015: 1446; 2016: 4, 5, 10-12, 14-20, 22-31, 34-57, 59-75. 
 

c. Appoint Todd Strain to the South Central Kansas Homeland Security as Reno County’s 
Representative effective January 26, 2016 through December 31, 2016. 

 
Motion for consent agenda items: Approval    Disapproval    
 

Motion    Second     
  

Dillon    Schlickau      Deming   
 

6. Consider for approval a Resolution authorizing the vacation of a portion of Mohawk Road between 
Blanchard Avenue and Blanchard Avenue SW.  AI 
 

Motion for action:   Approval    Disapproval     
 
Motion    Second     
  

Dillon    Schlickau      Deming   

  
7. Tabled from January 19, 2016:  Consider a Resolution for a stop sign to be posted at the intersection of 
Mohawk Road and Blanchard Avenue for southbound Mohawk Road pursuant to K.S.A. 8-2002.  AI 

 
Motion for action:   Approval    Disapproval     
 
Motion    Second     
  

Dillon    Schlickau      Deming   
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8. Tabled from January 19, 2016:  Consider an Agreement by and between BNSF Railway Company and 
Reno County, Kansas, for permanent closure of the at-grade railroad crossing for Mohawk Road Railroad 
Milepost 249.46.  AI 

 
Motion for action:   Approval    Disapproval     
 
Motion    Second     
  

Dillon    Schlickau      Deming   
 
9. Tabled from January 19, 2016:  Consider an Agreement by and between Union Pacific Railroad 
Company and Reno County, Kansas, for permanent closure of the at-grade railroad crossing for Mohawk 
Road Railroad Milepost 249.46.  AI 
 

Motion for action:   Approval    Disapproval     
 
Motion    Second     
  

Dillon    Schlickau      Deming   
 

10. Consider for approval a Resolution pertaining to the proposed vacation of a portion of 56th Avenue, Reno 
County, Kansas between Mayfield Road and Kent Road.  AI 
 

Motion for action:   Approval    Disapproval     
 
Motion    Second     
  

Dillon    Schlickau      Deming   
 
11. Consider for approval a Resolution to cancel certain county warrants.  AI 
 

Motion for action:   Approval    Disapproval     
 
Motion    Second     
  

Dillon    Schlickau      Deming   
 
 
12.  Consider for approval a request from Fire District No. 7 to spend up to $35,000 to replace their 1969 
Maxim Fire Pumper Truck with a 1989 Maxim Fire Engine.  AI 
 

Motion for action:   Approval    Disapproval     
 
Motion    Second     
  

Dillon    Schlickau      Deming   
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13. Consider for approval a request from the Sheriff’s Office to purchase a 2016 Ford F-150 Crewcab 4X4 
from Midwest Superstore, Hutchinson, for a total cost, after trade, of $11,991.00.  AI 
 

Motion for action:   Approval    Disapproval     
 
Motion    Second     
  

Dillon    Schlickau      Deming   
 
14. Discussion of county legislative issues.   
 
15. Discussion of items added to the agenda 

 
16. Reno County Extension Quarterly Report from Jan Steen and Darren Busick. 

 
17. Horizons Mental Health Quarterly Report from Michael Garrett 

 
18. Department update from Public Works Director David McComb 

 
19. Adjournment 

 
Items listed on the agenda as “DI” (Discussion Item) will normally be discussed that day and voted on the following week.  Items 
listed as “AI” (Action Item) will normally be voted on that day unless postponed for further discussion or to await additional 
information.  The Commission reserves the right to take a final vote on any agenda item but normally, on items coming up for 
the first time discussion, will await the following week for a final vote. 
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  RENO COUNTY 
  206 West First Ave. 
                  Hutchinson, Kansas 67501-5245 
  620-694-2929 
   Fax: (620) 694-2928 

 
 Dan Deming James D. Schlickau Brad D. Dillon 
 District 1 District 2 District 3 

Board of 
Reno County Commissioners 

 

 

January 26, 2016 

 

Mr. Greg Klein, Chairman 

South Central Homeland Security Council 

PO Box 505 

Lyons, KS  67554 

 

Dear Mr. Klein, 

 

The Reno County Commissioners have appointed Todd Strain to serve as Reno County’s 

representative on the South Central Regional Homeland Security Council beginning January 26, 

2016 through December 31, 2016. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

     

Dan Deming, Chairman 
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RESOLUTION 2016-_____ 
 

A RESOLUTION VACATING 
A PORTION OF MOHAWK ROAD 

LYING IN SECTIONS 28 & 29, TOWNSHIP 23S, RANGE 6W, 
RENO COUNTY, KANSAS. 

 
 

WHEREAS, on the 24th day of September, 2015, a Road Petition signed by Enterprise 
Products Operating, LLC; By: Enterprise Products OLPGP, Inc., Manager, Leonard W. Mallett, 
Group Senior Vice President, of land adjacent to the road described below, was filed in the 
office of the County Clerk, Reno County Courthouse, Hutchinson, Kansas, praying for the 
vacation of a road, legally described as: 
 

A portion of Mohawk Road lying in Sections 28 & 29, Township 23 
South, Range 6 West of the 6th P.M., Reno County, Kansas, 
commencing at the North right-of-way line of Blanchard Avenue SW 
and extending North to the South right-of-way line of Blanchard 
Avenue.  
 

 
WHEREAS, on the 20th day of October, 2015, the Board of County Commissioners 

found that the petition was legally sufficient and appointed the present duly constituted Board 
of County Commissioners as viewers; and 
 
 
 WHEREAS, on the 23rd day of October, 2015, and on the 30th day of October, 2015, a 
notice was published in The Hutchinson News advising that a road viewing and hearing would 
be held; and 
 
 
 WHEREAS, on the 10th day of November, 2015, the Board of County Commissioners of 
Reno County, Kansas, did meet at the described road at 11:00 a.m. to view said road, and on 
the  17th day of November, 2015, at 9:00 a.m. in the County Commission Chambers conducted 
a hearing on said road petition as required by K.S.A. 68-104; and 
 
 

WHEREAS, at the conclusion of the November 17, 2015 hearing the Board of County 
Commissioners continued the matter for further hearing and a decision until January 19, 2016 
in order for Reno Township and Enterprise officials to discuss potential resolutions to the 
concerns of the respective parties; and 

 
 
WHEREAS, on the 19th day of January, 2016, the Board of County Commissioners 

conducted a second public hearing at which time representatives of Enterprise Products, BNSF 
Railroad, the Hutchinson Chamber of Commerce, Tim Tedder, Jason Tedder, Reno Township 
and all others present were provided an opportunity to be heard. 
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 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Reno 
County, Kansas that the following Findings of Fact and Order are entered, to wit: 
 
 

1. That portion of Mohawk Road proposed to be closed is approximately one mile in 
length, bordered on the south by Blanchard Southwest Avenue and on the north by 
Blanchard Avenue.  Mohawk Road extends north from its intersection with Blanchard 
Avenue to the Reno County Landfill. 

 
2. Located immediately north of the intersection of Mohawk Road and Blanchard 

Southwest and running parallel with Blanchard Southwest are the main line railroad 
tracks of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad and the Union Pacific Railroad.  
The BNSF operates approximately 8 through trains per day and the Union Pacific 
operates approximately 16 through trains per day.  Train traffic speeds average 
between 49 and 72  mph at the Mohawk Road crossing. 

 
3. The railroad right of ways of the Union Pacific and the BNSF run parallel with each 

other across Mohawk Road.  The railroad crossings across Mohawk Road are 
controlled with guard gates and flashing red lights, which warning devices operate 
simultaneously when initiated by approaching train traffic on either of the two 
railroads.  The warning sign system is operated and maintained by joint agreement 
between the BNSF and the UP. 

 
4. The BNSF and UP tracks are separated by approximately 125 feet. 

 
5. The railroad crossing warning signals were designed and are operated in accordance 

with engineering standards recommended by railroad engineers following a study of 
railroad and motor vehicle traffic and related safety issues at the intersection of 
Mohawk Road and Blanchard Southwest Avenue. 

 
6. The proposed private train track extension by Enterprise would result in the 

construction of a third train track crossing Mohawk Road and running immediately to 
the north and parallel with the BNSF main line and approximately the same distance 
from the BNSF track as separates the BNSF from the UP tracks. 

 
7. The proposed Enterprise track across Mohawk Road will be utilized to move up to 

120  hydrocarbon tank cars from the Enterprise loading terminal located to the east 
side of Mohawk Road to and from seven storage tracks to be constructed on the 
west side of Mohawk Road.  Tank car traffic across Mohawk Road can be expected 
at any time on a 24/7 operating schedule, thus creating safety hazards across the 
road right of way requiring proper warning devices. 

 
8. It is anticipated that a separate Safety Engineering Study in collaboration with KDOT 

would be necessary to determine the appropriate traffic warning devices and 
synchronization requirements for operation of the UP, BNSF, and Enterprise track 
crossings, and that most likely traffic warning devices and their operation at the third 
location would be similar or the same as exists currently on the BNSF and UP 



railroad tracks.  It is not known if BNSF and UP would consent to the operation and 
maintenance of their signals in conjunction with those owned by Enterprise. 

 
9. That inherent increased safety issues would result to the traveling public by the 

addition of the proposed Enterprise track if Mohawk Road is not closed at that 
location, including but limited to traffic stopped on Blanchard Southwest by three 
railroad crossing signals activated simultaneously by Enterprise train traffic. 

 
10. The Board has been unable to identify any legal authority by which a Kansas 

Township Board or this Board of County Commissioners could license or permit a 
private entity to construct, operate and maintain a railroad track and train traffic 
across a township road right of way, or what regulations, conditions, restrictions and 
oversight would necessarily be involved if such a permit or license was legally 
permissible.  Without authority for the appropriate governing body to permit a 
railroad track crossing across the road right of way, the proposed project would not 
be able to proceed.  Reno Township and Reno County have a legal responsibility to 
keep road right of ways free of obstructions to the traveling public. 

 
11. Located one mile to the west and running parallel with Mohawk Road is Whiteside, a 

paved County road which extends to Blanchard Avenue.  Located one mile to the 
east of Mohawk Road and running parallel with Mohawk Road is Broadacres Road, a 
paved County road which also extends to Blanchard Avenue to the North.  Both 
Whiteside and Broadacres provide alternate routes to Mohawk Road extending north 
from its intersection with Blanchard Avenue. 

 
12. Vehicular traffic at this time using Blanchard Southwest and turning north on that 

portion of Mohawk Road proposed for closing could with little inconvenience utilize 
Broadacres or Whiteside Roads instead to access Blanchard Avenue to the north and 
from Blanchard Avenue to its intersection with Mohawk Road, where Mohawk Road 
proceeding in a northerly direction from that location is not proposed for closure.   

 
13. While this Board heard testimony regarding increased farm implement and vehicular 

traffic on Blanchard Southwest either to Broadacres or Whiteside and concerns about 
potential increased traffic safety risks as a result of use of those roads instead of 
Mohawk Road, the Board considers such risk, if any, to be considerably less than 
that which would result from a third railroad track crossing of Mohawk Road. 

 
14. All property owners on land adjacent to the proposed vacation concur with the 

request and would not be damaged.  Enterprise Products has provided utility 
easements for those utilities currently existing in the road right of way. 

 
15. Without any known legal authority to permit a private entity, such as Enterprise 

Products, to construct a railroad track across a road right of way nor what conditions 
or standards would be required for the construction, maintenance and operation of a 
private railroad track across a road right of way, this Board concludes that the 
Enterprise track would not be constructed unless the road right of way is vacated.  
Enterprise’s Petition to vacate the road recognizes this reality. 

 



16. Enterprise proposes an investment of $34 million to expand its loading and tank car 
storage facility and increased employment of four persons.  Such an expansion 
would bring significant economic development benefits to the community, which 
likely would not occur if the petition to vacate Mohawk Road is not approved. 

 
17. This Board concludes that public safety and economic benefits resulting to the 

community as a result of the Enterprise project and road closing significantly 
outweigh the relatively minor inconvenience to those currently using Mohawk Road  
who would be required to take alternate routes. 

 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that based upon the above and foregoing findings that a 

portion of Mohawk Road legally described above shall be and is hereby vacated as requested to 
be effective upon the placement of TYPE III Barricades and “Road Closed” signs as determined 
necessary by the Public Works Department but in no event later than April 15, 2016. 

 
 
ADOPTED by unanimous vote in regular session this 26th day of January, 2016.   

 
 
 

 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 OF RENO COUNTY, KANSAS 
  
 

        
Dan Deming, Chairman  

 
        
Brad Dillon, Member  

 
         
James Schlickau, Member  

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
   
Reno County Clerk 
 
 
 
 



TO THE RENO COUNTY REGISTER OF DEEDS: 
 
 

This is to certify that the Board of County Commissioners of Reno County, Kansas, duly 

adopted the above and foregoing Order and Resolution on the _____ day of            , 

2016.   

 
 
   
Reno County Clerk 
 
 
 
 

This resolution signature page corresponds with Resolution No.  2016-   
 
 
1/22/16 

11:20 a.m. 
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Community Development & Technology 

• Worked with Food Policy Council on grocery store, farmer’s market, and community garden planning in 

South Hutchinson. 

• Started training and mee�ng with VITA/TCE tax volunteers. 

• Presented school enrichment programs on weather safety to area elementary classrooms. 

• Assisted individuals with their smartphones, laptops, upgrades to Windows 10, online calendars, network 

hardware ques�ons. 

• Provided technical support and marke�ng for other programs offered by the office, including onsite 

Medicare counseling in communi�es around Reno County. 

 

Agriculture & Natural Resources/Hor�culture 

• Administered pes�cide applicator tests at HCC. 

• Our office hosted the statewide Agronomy Program Focus Team mee�ng. 

• Livestock judging prac�ce and compe��ons. 

• Held two deer processing workshops. 

• Assisted individuals with land/lease ques�ons, onsite tree visits, pasture visits.  Performed yard visits to 

iden�fy plants and problem lawn and tree issues.   

• Developed landscape plan for Grace Episcopal Church.  

• Started planning and marke�ng Kansas Ca6le Drive, Excel Workshop. 

• Held school enrichment programs on wildlife tracks; gave lesson to Boy Scouts on compos�ng and worms. 

• Planned Master Naturalist program and training for 2016; completed Master Gardener training for new 

par�cipants. 

• Presented to Hutchinson Correc�onal Facility inmates for the Garden for Good program par�cipants.  

Presenta�ons covered turfgrass, fruits, irriga�on, water conserva�on, shrubs, and flowers. 

 

 

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  K-State Research and Extension is also commi6ed to making its 

services, ac�vi�es, and programs accessible to all par�cipants.  If you have special requirements due to physical, vision, or hearing disability, or a 

dietary restric�on, please contact the Reno County Extension Office at: 2 West 10th Ave, South Hutchinson, KS 67505  -  620-662-2371  -  

rn@listserv.ksu.edu  -  h6p://reno.ksu.edu. 

2015—Q4 (October, November, December) 
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4-H 

• 4-H enrollment began during this period. 

• Achievement Night was held at the State Fairgrounds in the Domes�c Arts building.  This event recognizes 

accomplishments from the year. 

• Clubs started mee�ng again.  Our office performed some club visits to begin the year. 

• School enrichment programming was offered to schools in the county. 

• Planned 4-H Family Night & Carnival; Planned 4-H Day. 

• Planning for the 2016 Reno County Fair, in partnership with the Reno County Fair Board, began. 

• Started volunteer cer�fica�ons. 

• Western Reno County 4-H Club was created and serves the “Fairfield” area of the county.  There are 

currently 27 enrolled. 

• Finished purchasing equipment and supplies as part of the Growing Kansas Leaders grant.  This will allow 

us to take projects to schools to work with students in small sessions—enhancing their classroom 

experience, and introducing them to 4-H. 

Family & Consumer Science 

• Held Medicare Open Enrollment Day at our office using our new laptop lab funded by the Kansas Health 

Founda�on grant.  We saw 30 individuals and saved a6endees $9,000 on their prescrip�on insurance and 

medica�on.   

• Worked with the Department of Aging in a partnership to take Medicare counseling to the communi�es 

of Pre6y Prairie, Haven, Buhler, and Fairfield.  We saw 35 individuals during these mee�ngs and had a 

very posi�ve response to the program. 

• We had 133 individual appointments from October 15 through December 7, saving people over $126,000 

on medica�on and prescrip�on insurance. 

All Departments— Annual mee�ng, annual conference, elec�ons, performance reviews, newsle6er ar�cles, 

training and ac�on plans for the upcoming year. 

Upcoming Program Notes & Announcements:  

• Events:  4-H Family Night/Carnival, January 23; Do You Have Radon in Your Home?, February 3; Kansas Ca6le Drive-

Buhler, KS, February 20; Regional Youth Entrepreneurship Compe��on-St. John, KS, March 2; Estate Planning 

Workshop, March 24. 

• Es�mated Educa�onal Client Contacts (Q4): 12,942 

• Visit Us Online for More:  h6p://reno.ksu.edu  &  h6p://www.facebook.com/renoksre 

 

Agents and Staff: Darren Busick, Agriculture/Natural Resources Agent; Joan Krumme, 4-H/Youth Development Agent; Pam 

Paulsen, Hor$culture Agent; Jennifer Schroeder, Family & Consumer Sciences Agent; Jan Steen; Community Development/

Technology Agent & Director; Cindy Gehring, Office Professional; Donna Phillips, Office Professional/4-H Program Assistant. 
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